December 9, 2016 


JK I A FASHION 

W LAdistrict 


Councilmember Joe Buscaino 

Chair, Public Works & Gang Reduction Committee 

Councilmember Curren Price 

Chair, Economic Development Committee 

200 N. Spring Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Re: CF 13-1493 Sidewalk Vending Policy 

Dear Chairmen Buscaino & Price, 

The LA Fashion District Business Improvement District (BID) represents over 4000 businesses 
and 900+ property owners. The Fashion District generates $10.8 Billion in economic activity for 
LA County. The Sidewalk Vending Policy Framework recognizes the importance of brick and 
mortar businesses however we are still concerned about a number of issues. Below are the 
concerns and recommendations of the Fashion District: 

• Permits: 

o What are the permitting requirements? 

o How does the City determine who gets a permit and who doesn't? 
o Under what circumstances is a permit denied? 
o Is it an annual permit? What is the cost? 

o What is the rationale for 3 locations per permit? It should be one permit per 
person and no company permits allowed, 
o No appeals process if the permit is denied. 

• Liability Insurance: 

o Will the vendor be required to show proof of insurance indemnifying the 
property owner before receiving the permit? 
o What if the insurance lapses? Will the permit be revoked? 
o Who will check the status of the insurance? 

• Vendor Locations 

o 2 sidewalk vendors per block face: does this mean per block or per side? 
o What if the block is short? 

o There should be a minimum distance between vendors, 
o There should be a minimum distance between vendor and a brick and mortar 
store selling the same product 

• Merchandise 

o What are the standards for merchandise carts? What will they look like? Tables, 
official carts? 

o If the merchandise is counterfeit, this should be treated as a criminal offense. 
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• Enforcement 

o Who will enforce sidewalk vending after business hours and on weekends? 

o The requirement to keep 10 ft. surrounding area clean with a trash can should 
also include that they must remove this trash daily and cannot leave it on 
the property or put it in the property owners' trash bins, unless agreed by the 
property owner. 

o How often are there inspections of the carts for safety and regulation 
compliance? 

o Will vending regulations be monitored proactively or complaint-driven? 

o Will the city have the ability to confiscate unpermitted food vending materials 
or must County Health be present to confiscate? 


• Property Owners 

o Only a property owner should be able to give permission to a sidewalk vendor. 
Not a business owner. They do not have the liability of the sidewalk and can go 
out of business. 

o How easy or difficult will it be for a property owner or business owner to file a 
complaint if the vendor is in violation and get a quick resolution? 

o Will there be a process to withdraw property or business owner consent if the 
vending proves to be disruptive? 

• Special Vending District- Fashion District is a unique neighborhood in the City of LA and 
there should not be a one size fits all for this program. The neighborhood property 
owners should be allowed to more or less sidewalk vending - or none at all - as it sees 
fit. 

o "Special vending district" language for establishment is ambiguous and gives 
great concern. We believe the process to establish a special vending district 
should be straight-forward and clear. The 20% threshold should be retained but 
the vague language removed. 

o If a councilmember initiates a special vending permit will it require a committee 
hearing? 

We look forward to working with the committee to answer these questions which will help to 
provide more clarity about the vending program. Thank you for your consideration on this 
matter. 


Sincerely, 



Rena Leddy 
Executive Director 

cc: Honorable Members of the Council 
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